Outdoor Learning Spaces At Prospect Lake Elementary School

Five years ago Prospect Lake Elementary embarked on an initiative we hoped would
allow our students to become more engaged and self directed in their learning. Our plan
was to involve them in more outdoor activities connected to the
environment. To this end we created outdoor learning "spaces"
on our school grounds. These include eight garden plots and
associated composting and working areas. Adjacent to these are
benches, and sitting areas where classes, groups or individuals
can work. We have planted indigenous trees and shrubs to
enhance these learning spaces. In addition a natural playground
has been built and a trail developed that leads to areas in our
forest where teachers can convene classes.
Our staff continues to develop curricula that takes advantage of these outdoor learning
spaces and the natural setting of the school. In addition to children developing a strong
connection to their learning and their school they are developing a deeper understanding
of the natural environment in which they live. Also, our outdoor learning spaces provide
an ongoing opportunity to help students increase their understanding of, and respect for,
WSANEC, other First Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples histories cultures and traditions.
As we look towards the spring of this year, and the years to come, we will build upon
our successes and set new goals. Because the number of students at Prospect has almost
doubled in the last three years, our first goal is to expand our garden this spring. We are
excited to have plans in place for this
expansion. Work will begin this spring on
adding four to six new beds in a fenced area
adjacent to our existing garden. We also plan
to expand our Nature Playground, develop a
Learning Forest and create additional spaces
in our playground that are nature based, and
offer children opportunity to be active within
them.
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